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Christoph Wilhelm von Kochl was born at Bouxwiller, in
Alsace, in 1737. His father was financial counsellor to the
Landgrave of Hesse-Darmstadt, and sent his son to the
university of Strasbourg, where he eventually became pro-
fessor of international law. Strasbourg, from its geographical
position, was the best place for the education of intending
diplomatists, and Schcepflin had raised the reputation of its
university for the teaching of history and international law to a
very great height. Under Professor Koch were educated most
of the statesmen who made their mark in the diplomacy of
the end of the revolutionary peiiod; and Metternich, Nessel-
rode, Oubril, Galitzin, Cobenzl, Segur, Lord Elgin, Maret, and
Narbonne himself were among his pupils. He was an earnest
Protestant, and his first appearance in political life was to
demand of the Constituent Assembly the preservation of the
property of the Protestants of Alsace, which was granted by
decree on August 17, 1790. In 1791 he was elected deputy
to the Legislative Assembly by the department of the Bas-
Rhin, and was immediately chosen a member of the diplomatic
committee. From his wide learning and his reputation his
advice was always listened to with the greatest attention by
prudent members of the Assembly; but the Girondins despised
him as a pedant, and Brissot conceitedly imagined that he
knew far more about foreign politics and international law
than the most famous professor in Europe. Koch pointed out,
on October 22, his fear that a decree on the question of the
Emigres would lead to a breach of treaty obligations, and on
November 22 he presented to the Assembly a report on behalf
of the diplomatic committee, in which he examined the state
of Europe, and showed that if customs of international courtesy
were not infringed there was no reason to assume that the
monarchs of Europe would declare war against France.
During the early months of 1792 he was in a minority in the
diplomatic committee, but he gave both the committee and

1 Vie de Koch, by J. Gr. Scliweighoeuser, Strasbourg, 1816, and Notice
liographique snr M. de Koch, by F. Schoell, prefixed to vol. i. of his
edition of Koch's Histoire abregee dcs Traites. Paris : 1817.